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Poet Laureate Bill},.»r Collins

Merwin Pafm Exhibit at is Next Green Room
Chicago Museum Closes Presenter

The Merwin Conservancys mission is

to preserve the legacy of

W. 5. Merwin, his home and palm forest,

for retreat and study for writers,

for environmental advocacy and community education.
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i N W.S. MERWIN CELEBRATES HIS 90TH BIRTHDAY ON MAUI, =

SURROUNDED BY FRIENDS AND FAMILY e

Jn Friday, September 29th, The Merwin Conservancy hosted a

=" very special evening at the Maui Arts & Cultural Center honoring
our friend and founder W.S. Merwin on the occasion of his 90th birthday.
Friends and family joined together from near and far to show their
appreciation for him, and express all that he has meant to them over the
years. Special presentations were made by Merwin'’s stepsons Matthew
Schwartz and John Burnham Schwartz, a proclamation was made by the
othce of the Governor of Hawai'i naming September
30th W.S. Merwin Day, and tribute videos were

shown, recorded by friends who couldn't be at the

i § it Bill True, Matthew St*llwgll":rz,

:‘iriqgr!ufw 5',_.“.“.'",1: ; Richard Andvews, and WA, Merwin
- - nd Johi hl:ll'!llﬁﬂj'rp'

Naomi Shihab Nye. The highlight of the evening was g-:h\ffufz W

event in person, including former Green Room [ i SR L
artists Bill Porter (aka Red Pine), Jane Hirshhield, | ¥ii *5

Michael Ondaatje, Terry Tempest Williams, and

a presention by renowned poet and poetry
advocate Edward Hirsch, president of the
Guggenheim Foundation, who shared
about the evolution of W.S. Merwin's
poetry over the decades. The evening Con<ahimes Viee Presidé AN "
concluded with a Q&A led by Merwin's Robert Beckergreets | | Icox, Mina Morita,

editor Michael Wiegers and Hirsch, and R erwin QB Wiloox: and W.3. Menwn

the standing-room only crowd singing Happy Birthday.
W.S. Merwin spent his actual birthday, September 30th,
surrounded by family and close friends.

B G

Edward Hirsch ang

David Grubin |~

w David Ige’s represeniative
Leah Belmonte and Conseryaney

president Maitthew Sdl#cgrﬁ'i#'i._th. .
Governor's Proclamation,
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Special thanks to our event sponsor FIM Group and our venue partners Maui Arts & Cultural Center and Liljestrand House for making this event series possible.

No. 14 with Hope Jahren Coming Up December 8th

In early May, The Merwin Conservancy was honored to have Dr. Hope
Jahren, award-winning scientist and best-selling author of Lab Girl as No. 17 with BI”}I" Collins

the featured speaker in The Green Room. Jahren kept the audience e heit Fdihded

at the edge of their seats with readings from her book, accompanied guest in The Green

Brran Berkowitz

by stories about the wonders of plants and her discoveries in the lab. badiinlibe

Jahren also made an appearance at Liljestrand House in Honolulu ' celebrated poet and

while visiting Hawai'l from Norway: former 118 SPost

| y Laureate Billy Collins,
No. 15 with Pualani Kanaka'ole Kanahele

On June 9th, we held our 15th installment of the Green Room

reading from his

Bill Hayes

collection of poetry.
featuring guest of honor Dr. Pualani Kanaka'cle Kanahele, who is a

longtime friend of William and Paula Merwin and renowned kumu

Friday « December 8
/pm
Maui Arts &
Cultural Center

No. 16 with Edward Hirsch McCoy Studio Theater

On September 28th and 29th, The Merwin Conservancy hosted

hula, scholar, and sought-after speaker. The room was in awe as “Pua”

Bryan Berkowitz

shared from her studies of the Kumulipo, a Hawaiian geneological

chant that describes the creation and evolution of all Life.

Green Room guest Edward Hirsch on O'ahu and Maui. Edward is a celebrated poet and peerless poetry advocate

whose devotion to poetry is life-long. He presented both his own poetry and W.S. Merwin’s, in addition to talking

about poetry as a force of human expression.

Bryan Berkowitz

., |

In May of this year, Copper Canyon s N8 More recently in September,
Press released a 50th Anniversary edition R W The Essential WS, Merwin—
of WS, Merwin's groundbreaking 1967 . B a8 along-awaited collection
book The Lice, inspiring a resurgence of | e B of Merwin’s liletime
support for Merwin's earlier work and k- : M f B contributions to poetry, prose
bringing these poems to a new audience. ﬁrg“ii_ll:m and translation—was also
In this new edition, the publisher includes IR | :|cascd by Copper Canyon
never-before seen pages from Merwin’s b . Bl ress. Compiled by Merwin's
notebooks from around the time The Lice > long-time editor Michael
was first published, in addition to a new | Wiegers, this 300-plus page
foreword from Matthew Zapruder, a renowned poet and former volume “traces a poetic legacy that has changed the
poetry editor at The New York Times. In his foreword, Zapruder landscape of American letters”, says the publisher.
says the book was a “life changing revelation” when he first The Washington Post says this collection “beautifully
read it as a student, saying that today it is “both extraordinary demonstrates why Merwin has been one of Americas
and deeply troubling that this book would feel, once again, most decorated and important poets for more than

fifty years later, so undeniably timely and necessary”. 60 years.”
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MER“IN Am:mvzb ON Emmn AT Umn ERSITY OF lLuHms UNTIL NOV EMBER 171TH

W Since 1984 and by arrangement with 2017 has seen the publication of a fiftieth-anniversary

@ WS Merwin, the [ormative materials - 0 Yo ( '
* - hi - : 1“? aall b
for his nearly seventy books of poetry, il act
A A { |

edition of his ground-breaking work The Lice, as well as

a career-spanning volume, The Essential W5, Merwin.

!
¥  prose, translations and plays—including ::.J ol =

|
! To celebrate this milestone year, the Rare Book &
|

notes, notebooks, drafts, typescripts,
A at L' Fu' A =l Manuscript Library will mount back-to-back exhibitions
proofs, and correspondence—have oy ey A8 :
; St : -t ] ,—"_. J ,}I,._ || ol select items from Merwins archive, beginning October
&  been deposited in the collections of the | e Ly W
- : Sy SR e et T 23 and closing November 17. The exhibitions will be ¢
& [he University of lllinois Rare Book | At e g : .
' - 8 L 'L | 1 S chronological in scope, each two weeks in duration. +
& Manuscript Library at University | ned ' ;

of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. The The Rare Book & Manuscript Library is open from

Q. ; - ¥
Merwin Archive is a remarkably detailed impression of a profound S Lo, Vnmday eough Fogis

: 2 FEEE : : If vou're in the area, please visit!
literary career. In addition to celebrating his 90th birthday this year, : e

W 5 MEim IN IN'_-.-PIRED Exumn" CLﬂsEs AFTER FnE MDNTH‘- AT THE Ammicm "ﬁ RITERS MUSEUM

Photes by Sara Teluk

Palm: All Awake in the Davkmess was an
immersiveand inferactive expericnce

For the last five months, we've been = Morris, Boyden, and Sayler; the artists behind
the exhibit. on opening wight

basking in the glow of the successful May

debut of the American Writers Museum R s L

: v ) WS, Merwin’s sister Ruth Moser stands viewers walked through as they entered.
in Chicago. When it opened to the public, P n bt L
g inside a replicn of the garden’s shade house Walking into the fully enclosed exhibit
= this historic museum [eatured Palm: All on opening might y

. , : - space, visitors were transported by a
e Awake in the Darkness, an immersive and P P :

L 1 : complete sensory change: the smells of '
=S intimate temporary exhibit inspired by the The events surrounding the debut were P 2 & =

organic matter, the feeling of humid air

e~ life and work of our founder WS. Merwin. ~ well-attended, and as a result, a great deal
A : : = : _ . on your skin, the sounds of the birds and
e  Created by artist duo Susannah Sayler and  of buzz appeared in the press. Coverage .
3 : X : ) . : wind in the trees mixed with the sounds
= Edward Morris of the Canary Project and of the othcial opening ceremonies, .
Ll : : : : e A of a Hawaiian chant and audio recordings
artist lan Boyden, the exhibit came together  leaturing Pulitzer Prize-winning historian
: ; of Merwin’s poetry and the voices of other
thanks to the assistance of many at The David McCullough, Chicago mayor Lo ! 3 |
r : . oets closely connected to him.
g Merwin Conservancy. Rahm Emanuel, author and poet Stuart P ¥ ;f
: . : Dybek, and others was streamed on Merwin Conservancy Executive Director
s A special reception on May 6th included 53
ol C-SPAN. Much of the press gave favorable ' Jason Denhart remarked that exhibit
poetry readings from poets Rosanna . S VN 3 _
= . . _ mentions of the Merwin-inspired exhibit. participants were “instantly exposed to the
— Warren, Carrie Fountain, and Roger : -
— o= : Most notably, Jenna Sauber, a writer at Lit | organic vitality and mindful contemplation
8  Eeceves. In addition, Edward Morris : 5 2
= A Hub called Palm “the most sense-engaging | that embodies Mr. Merwin’s works and
we& spoke on behalf of the exhibit’s sen : o L,
: i . exhibit of all, an immersive installation. indeed, his approach to life”,
designers, Conservancy executive director
e Jason Denhart spoke on behall of our The exhibit was hlled with gorgeous, A variety of events were held in and around
§8  organization, and William and Paula’s son dramatically lit, living palms, strewn the exhibit during its time at the museum .
John Burnham Schwartz spoke and shared = with items one would find in and around | hefore it closed on October 6th. There are
; a reading of "WS. Merwins poem Place, Merwin’s garden shed — many, in fact, discussions underway of where the exhibit
#® which also was the anchor poem of borrowed from him — and a life-sized might appear next. We'l surely keep you
= the Palm exhibit. replica of his hand-built shade house that informed!

i Bk :Ill. "“'l"" e
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A\Rnbrb OF ALL AGes FIND Iwbpmﬂmw IN W. S MERMN" (JARDEN

“The one gift of human nature
that distinguishes us from
every other form of life is
not our intelligence,
it is the imagination”” ™ ‘f"' ‘\vrn

—W.5. MERWIN 1 .*

In public talks and in interviews over
the yvears, WS, Merwin has spoken a lot
about imagination. When he accepted
the job as U.S. Poet Laureate in 2010,

one his main messages was, “the one

7 zift of human nature that distinguishes
us from every other form of life is not
our intelligence, it is the imagination.”

, Merwin has often referred to a quote
i from William Blake about the beauty
of nature that says “to the eyes of
the man of imagination, nature is

imagination itself.”

In the spirit of seeking inspiration

in nature, The Merwin
Conservancy’s programs have

recently brought groups of

working artists to Merwin’
garden [or reflection time, in

[

search of something that might

Fhotos by Sara Tekula

inspire their next creations.

In early summer, several groups of
youth artists from the Paia Youth &
Cultural Centers Project Venture
program came to draw, write, take

photographs, and craft scripted segments

for their in-house radio station.

Later in the summer, two groups of
professional artists engaged in studies
in preparation for the annual Malama
Wao Akua native species juried art
exhibition. They spent hours among

Merwin’s native Pritchardia palms,

Participants in Paim Youth & . Cultural Center’s Pr afect
Venture Program waling art in the Merwin gardens

ABOVE: Artist Kathleen Alexander with her Merwin-inspived watercolor, “Maui Loalu™
ABOVE RIGHT: Malama Wao Akua native species exhibit at the Hui No'ean

Photos by Bryan Berkuwitz

known as loulu in Hawaiian, watching
them sway in the light and shadows.
One of those artists, painter Katheleen
Alexander, made a watercolor painting
so beautiful that it was selected by the
jury and featured in the exhibition at the

Hui No'ean Visual Arts Center on Maui.

Just recently in October, a group of
teenage boys from the Hui Malama
Learning Center spent a half a day in
the garden learning about WS. Merwins
poetry and story of breathing life back
into the land where he lives, and spent

time doing some creative writing of their

own under the canopy of palms.

If nature truly is imagination, then it is
clear — through these artist visits — that
there is much that this special place can

bring into the world through the arts.

OPEN GARDEN DAys wiTH THE MERMN CDH&ER‘#ANE‘&

Community members who participate in our monthly
Open Garden Days program are invited to experience
W.S. Merwin's expansive gardens, a one-of-a-kind, historic
place that is a cherished work of art. One of the most extensive
palm collections known to exist on earth, located in Maui’s
once barren Pe'ahi Stream valley, the property has been

lovingly restored by hand by William and Paula Merwin.

Led by Conservancy staff, these visits allow us to share the land,
the stories, and the poetry with members of the public who are
. interested in witnessing W.S. Merwins dedication to this special
place, where he has led an intentional life imagining, creating,
and planting trees for the last 40 years. These visits provide
inspiration and possibility, and through sharing Merwin’s story
we provide a window into his life on Maui, and promote greater

ecological understanding. Please join us!

Available Open Garden Days for 2018*

‘!=

Tuesday, January 9th

Wednesday, February 21st
Tuesday, March 6th
Tuesday, April 10th
Wednesday, May 9th

*Reservations are assigned on
a first-come, first-served basis,

and Open Garden Days fill up at g4

least a month in advance. Dates g9
for 2017 are completely booked. )

g

Learn more about the
Open Garden Days program here:

www.merwinconservancy.org/open-garden-days/

8. &
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Your Donation Supports Language, Nature and Imagination!

Make a ! | ' ™ ass ; Your gift will ensure Leavea Legﬂcy

Gift 24 P4 o W.S. Merwin's reverence Please consider leaving a legacy gift to The
Please make a i oy 8 ety | for langunage, nature Merwin Conservancy in your last will and
tax-deductible [ A ¥ . e, and imagination is testament. Your bequest will preserve
contribution ; N Nl Pl continually shared with W.5. Merwin's poet’s home and help launch
today to support e F PR the world. Your gift will our Artist-in-Residence Program at Merwin
the mission P ™ B IR S [rovide educational House. Your estate gift will support poets and
and work of % T programs that spark writers so they may live and work at Merwin

“hE Mo Fh h by Di 'l: l:rk Len Jenshel
oto jane Co an Jenshe
Conservancy as mph by observation and For more information about how you may

creativity, curiosity, House and create new poetry and art.

we strive to preserve and promote the attention. Your gift will help us create the leave a legacy and give beyond your years,
legacy of WS, Merwin, his poets home Artists Residency at Merwin House and allow | please contact Jason Denhart at
and his palm forest garden so they may us to continue to conserve and cultivate rare 80B-579-8876 or

inspire future generations. and endangered palms. Please join us today! jdenhart@merwinconservancy.org,

= E ===k . e

n Gratitude to Our Supporters

Through your generous support, your philanthropic investment and your partnership,
you are ensuring that the legacy of William and Paula Merwin, their biodiverse palm forest
and hand-built home will endure for future generations. Thank you.

MERWIN POET'S CORNER FOUNDING CIRCLE
LEGACY CIRCLE*® ($50,000 and above) {$10,000 and above)

F sg::g;i;x:iﬂ Anonymous (1) Anonymous (4) Mary and Michael Lock
2 Rabert Becker Margaret and Robert Ayres Mayer Brown, LLP
Anomymous (2) sarah and Tim Cavanauqgh Helen Bing Julia Mitchell and Douglas Orr
Your Su pport Paula and William Merwin Cotsen Family Foundation Campizondo Foundation Stanley Moss

; Rith Merwin Moser Elizondea /Campbell Family Foundation Frost Family Fund of the Hawali 5usan and Rey O'Connor
Shapes Young . e Community Foundation i Pkt

. 1. Kevin Tighe and Rebecca Fetcher : :
Hearts & Minds Charles Engelhard Foundation Daniel F. and Debbie Gerber Jill and Doug Schatz

; *Please Jet s know your plans! FIM Group Peter Hagedorn and Shield-Ayres Foundation
i
The Merwin I you have left The Merwin Susan and Jac Kean e Patricia 0. Smith
i : Consanvancy in your will or Paula and William Merwin A S Diana and Steven Strandbe
Conservancyisa : e &

A T ¢ IS estate plon, we woulkd ke to Bill and Ruith True w||";r'::|'lf1£ﬂé‘ﬁa§$gﬁm 4 | Barbaraand CyusR Sweet, I
Iving nustration o : thank you and welame you to

the values we aim e Merwin Legacy Girde

to help instill

in Maui YO uth’” . Anirmymios (2) C. Pardee Emdman Allen H. Levesque Family John Bumham Schwartz Swayne Family Fund of

Richard Andrews and Adaline Freylinghuysen Frank and Dale Loy and Aleksandra Crapanzano | the Hawaii Community
Colleen Chartier Tim Gardia fobin Magowan Matthew Schwartz and Foundation

. Gwen Arkin Shep Gordon Mexander Maksik and e Jfkflm PRt i 64

Paia Youth & Richard Aronson and Sam and Peqqy Grossman Madhuri Vijay Paul Schwartz and e Hawaii Community

. Foundation
Daniel Potaracke Famiily Foundation Judy and Soott McCue Jennites Newens

Carol Tarlow
Robert and Margaret Ayres | ajakylani Corporation Michael Moore Tormamnd EVPAgRE Sent e
Steven Barda ; : Barbara Sheridan and Jencd
y Hawaii Conservation James M. Pickrel Craig Cooper Reva and Bill Tooley

\ - (ynthia Bassett Alliance Joseph C. Roberts
, "CONNECT WITH U5 ON THE WEB: = The Bendon Family James and Honey Bun Gordon Russell and Pamciilg Smith o EHI;E:I!:']HGLL_JFHEEFHHH

: Foundation Haynes Betting McAdoo : :
FOLLOW US ON € JoanandMitchBerman | Jenny Holzer Studio Gk Lk A1 ﬁi?:;ﬁ:?;:gl::&

Karen Bouris &nn Jones Schaefer-Gray Steven and Diana
: Carol and Gaylord Wilcox
- Stefan Schaefer and
Mary Birabeth Burczef Edmund Keeley Strandberg Tery Tempest Williams and

Robin Clark and Thomas Lane Peter Shaindlin Sandra and Earl Stoner

@ INSTAGRA M: @wsmerwinlegacy ¢ Mary Mackieman Lannan Foundation SN L8 UL Paul and Amy Sutherland
: Don Carlos and Patrick and Andy Lannan | TMomias Smith Foundation
Suzanne Dunaway

FRIENDS OF THE CONSERVANCY (31,000 — $9,999)

—Lavra CIVITELLD,

Cultural Center

o FACEBOOK: /TheMerwinConservancy

@ FIND Us OoN YouTube
CONTRIBUTORS (310 — $999)
ANMD V15T

WWW.Mmerwin conservancy.org For a complete list of our generous Contributors, please visit our website at merwinconservancy.org/our-supporters

ale) Adeg, A spunad yaegsuae u peuniea) sajoyd 15aa04 wieg

to enjoy news, weekly poems and palm facts! K . i -
THE MERWIN CONSERVANCY PO. Box B09 Ha'iku, HI 96708 « B08-370-8876 =
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